28        DOCTRINE  OF THE HEAL PRESENCE.
alists affirm,, that these services in our Prayer-Book sanction any such sacerdotal acts and theories as are now in vogue; and it is only the assertion or assumption of this truth of the sacerdotal theory that gives to the language and directions of the Prayer-Book a sacerdotal colouring. It is manifestly reasoning iu a circle to say that the services contain sacerdotalism because sacerdotalism is true, and then that sacerdotalism is true because the services are sacerdotal.
To complete my argument it is necessary for me to say that it must not for a moment bo supposed that tho denial of this sacerdotal theory of the priesthood involves or necessitates the denial of the real priesthood of the Christian Church, or the divine origin of its minis tor ial commission. As a Iligh-Clmrchman., I always held and still hold a presbytcral (though not a sacerdufat-fy priesthood, the individual members of which are ministering presbyters, (not [specs, sacrificing holding a divine commission and exercising a divinely-appointed office. At the same time I do not see that such a conviction need compel me to deny or doubt that God himself may work, has worked, and does work by other agencies and instruments at His own good pleasant.1
(E)   THE REAL PRESENCE AND SACRIFICH.
I now address myself to a point which I havo purposely reserved to the last, not only on account of its intrinsic importance,, but also because it is on this doctrine of our Lord's <Eea,l Presence in the conscftiutod elements' and the cognate dogma of the Sacrifice that the approach of doctrinal Ritualists to Rome in the most marked, as well as their departure from Hm Church of England. On these two points especially
3 For further remarks mi Siic'crdotiiHsw sec nutc (',